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plications of the Doftrine of 

Trinity, by Dr. Sherloch, Dr. | 
Walls, Dr. $—th, and Rn oo wrire inity 
ro-mehereupon, that if I have by me any Sheer by a Learned Hand, being 
ſuch Remarks, "on the Explications or Deſen= tight hv th by which the Dodirare of 
ces of thar Dottrine, by other Learned Men, Holy Trinity is endeavoured to be Explained ; 
EL fhould ( by all means ) ſend 'em ro youz a Book in anfivrr to the Arimadueyſines 
therefore | here ſend you che Nores | have Dy, Sherlock's Vindicatim» of the TVinity, 
made, on a Sermon ( by my Lord the Bi- wherein che Author undertakes further t 
ſhop - of Worceſter ) concerning the Myſte- Afſert and Exylain the Dyfirine of the Inches 
þ ſti . tion; He is Head of a College, and well 
mons by his Grace the Arch-Biſhop of known by other Writings, 
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On a Sermon of my Lord the Biſhop of Worceſter, in Viniice- 
tion of the Myſteries of the Chriſtian Faith. 


HIS Sermon w#s preached 7 jolie ts Bhat BY SH OR 
1691. and publiſhed ſhortly by ' lf 

Mr. Morrloch, Bookſeller, at che Phenix in thought Hypotheſis, a Crudt Frvention, a pret- 

St. Pan's Church- Yard: 'Tis on theſe words ry New Querk. Ina word, we can 

of Sc. Pani, Feſns Chriſt cant into the World of him 3 Since there is no Remedy, Counts 


ts fave Sinwrs, 1 Tit 1: 15 fimus hoc Catont. 
As to che Author of this Sermon, his Per- As co the Sermon it ſelf, it conſiſts of a 
fon arid Qualifications 3 1 readily acknow- many Heads; but the Streſs of all ties 


tedy, he hath all the Properties, for which intheſe three. 1. God may juſfly require 
an adverſary may be cither Feared, or Re- of ns, to Believe ( on his Word) what we 
vyerenced, He — x the catihor Comprehend. 2. Thoſe who re- 
Dofrine of the Church ; the Points in je the Myfieries of Faich, do rhethſclves 2af- 

"He will commit no Oveffightes vahce greater Myſteries, than choſe are, a- 
ehrd Ignorance, Haſte, or Inadverſionz He gainſt which they declaim fo earneſtly. 
will kwow how to Take, _— 3. The Manner or Way of Salvation w 
| Church teaches, 


al 
 Advartages, He is too Experienc'd and Chriſt, which the 


A 2 more 


_ Semjt-leſs, rhey do (for all that ) in ſome 

Pofitures and Textures acquire Life, Scnſa- 
tion, and even Volicion, Memory and Rea- 
ſon? Qr how the Sun and other vaſt Hea- 
venly Fires ſubfiſt for ſo-many Ages,withour 
any Nouriſho.enc or Fuel; which Fire, of 


but rerurns towards the Equyror, - 
[> A, oy che World by his 
'Tis faid fomewhere in this Sermon, that 


an 
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all.che Chymiſts, and the whole Royal Socic» 
ty, are not able ro.make a Barly Corn, or a 
Grain of Wheat z theſe fimpleſi and p j 
4, fringed 1 = 200! yr mnt 
we do got comprehend we cannot 
make chem. | 


| Thetetore his Lordſhip might have ſpa+- 
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ſtroyed ;-if we could not diſtinguiſh, 
tween Afyiieries and Contradiffions; 
are {-by all confeſſed to be ) 

Bur beeguſe ſome have learned to 
Non-ſenſe, the Deep Things of God ; 
Contradidtions, Myftrries of Relig 
fore a Learned-Perſon was 
ſome of- our Friends, ro write as 
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| they call Myeries, are 
Real Myſteries, or R/al Contr 

been in the Notes on the Creed of Arha- 
nafius; in the Trinitarian Scheme of Religion 3 
the Anſwer to Mr. Milbewn; and divers 
others Books publiſhed very larely by the 
Unicarians: And the Unicartans are willing 
to leave their Cauſe upon that Iſſue, if 
their agree to ir. The moſt 
Learned , the Author” of this Ser- 
mon, has offer'd nothing in anſwer to thoſe 
Prinrs, bur only tells us here, cliat we muſt 
Believe ſome Myſteries, which we grant : 
and that we advance as great Paradoxes, as 
any we oppoſe ; which 1 will examine in 


_ due place. 


Having granted ro his Lordſhip his firſt 
Poinr, That we may be obliged by God, to 
believe what we do not comprehend ; and 
having ſhewn, char: the Conceſſion doth 
net hurt che Unicdrians ; I might now paſs 
to his ſccond Propoſition : Burt the Heat of 
Wricing and Controverſy, having fo far 
tranſported his -Lordſhip, that <6 prove 
what hoexpeRted would be Yenied, he hath 
alledged for Inſtances'of Myitiry, ſuch things 
av'are not indeed Myſteries, bur either plain 
Errors, or evidene Contraditions : re- 
fore I will beſtow ſome farther Refleions 
on this part of his Sermon. 

He faichac P. 16, * There is no greater 
« Difficulry, in the Conception of a Trinity, 
« or the Incarnation, thaw there 15 in the 
« Conception of Eternity. 

Now, what and how many are the Con- 
traditions of the ( pretended ) Trinity 
and Incarnation, hath been ( partly) ſhewn 
io the Brief- Notes on the Creed of Athanaſius ; 
and in the T1initarian Scbeme of Reikgion : Ler 
us ſee what Contradictions he findeth "in the 

aa 


5 He dares nor call them Contraditi- 


chan thar an Ecernal Gad is a Contradidti- 
On. 


Bur what makes him ſay, God muſt be 
from Himſelf, or Self originated ? Neither the 
Creeds, nor Fathers, whom he is bound co 
follow, ſo ſpealt. ay, God is of 
Now ; that 1s, neicher \Himſelf, nor 
from any Other; and he is not Self-origlta- 
ted, bur Unrigitated, 5 

He faith, If God js from - Ercrnity, he 
MUST be from Himſelf. By no means, the 
contrary Illation is True, and ( I chink } 
Self-evident, If "God is from Ecernity, Be 
mift be of Nove 3 "neither of ( or from ) 
Himſelf, -nor - from any ocher. on 
Himſelf, for then he muſt be before he was : 


of 

forur, is inconſiftent with an Eternal Being, 

His Lordſhip goes on, at P. 18, * Let 
* theſe Men try their Imagizations about God's 
6 Ererviry. — How ſhould God Co-cxiſt 
« wirhall che Difterences of Time, and yer 
« there be no Succeſſion in his Being, —For 
« where there is Succeſſion, chere is a paſ- 
« ſing out of not biing i fach a Daratim, in- 
« 9" being in is © which b hor, config; 

a 


« fras; 
« por 3, h 


'of 4 Contituance of Being with- 
« o#t SucceBon ? 


t6 you,/ Sir, that ſuch an 
"this, is a Ffry atid « Di 
| d by 


with 4 ; 
the Placoniſts ;* from chem borrowed by 
| " the ds handed 


nations 'u 
co ory 
abonr it. 
x; Wharis the difference between as E- 
titnal Minttut, which every one diſcerts is a 


Kenny) {the very Tetris 3 and be- 
rireen Poſfſſins Eternal Lift all at once, which 
is his Lordſhip's Definicion of Etonity ? 1 
appeal ro the Underſtandings abd Conſci- 
ences, of all Senſible and Unprejudzced 
Men, wherher they ate tor che ſame ? 

2. ir is of the Nature of all Da- 
ration, ro confift in 4 Succeſſion z elſe ir were 
riot Duration, bur a Moment : I ask, whe- 
cher ir be tot Unayoidable, rhar if Almigh- 
ry. God poſſeſſes Eternal Life all at once, he 
muſt have paſſed inco ſome Duracions before 
they art ? The Duration, for Example, in 
which che Day of the Laft Judgment ſhall 
be, is nor yet aRually come : Bur if God 
pofſefſes Etetnity all at once, he is already 
encred upon chat Duration ; chat is, he 1s 
entred upon it before it js, Bur chart is a 
Conradi&ion. © Thzt a rhing ſhould be 
poſſeſſed bifore it #, implies this Con- 
cradidtion,. It # biſort'it is ; for uni 


; ion, and is 1 ro 
& dohne? For hicherto theſe Men have raughc 
ns, that to do ContradiQtions, would nor be 
a PetfeRion, bur an ImpericRion in the Di- 
vine Natore? 

4- How is it more/an ImperfeRion,_as 
his Lordſhip ſays ; to. paſs Reds 


ſuth 4 particular Duration, to being is it ; than 


'cis an ImperfcQtion, co paſs from not Ope- 
rati'g in ſuch a Duration, to Operating in it ? 
This laſt, all Meo muſt confeſs ro be rrue of 
God ; for none will dare to ſay, God made 
all his Works at once; hd his Lordſhip is 

here to ſay, what is much more im- 
_ og that he poſſeſſes his whole Ererniry 

kf, 

5. What Shadow of Imperfe&ion is ity 
ro pals from one Duration to anochet ; when 
the Perſon ſo paſſing, carries wich hirh all 

rfe&ions into every Puration ? | 
LE Es 

jons, I wi in ro think, "he 
has found a juſtifiable Parallel for yay As 
tended ) Trinity. Bur the Notion of the 
Trinity, and chis Notion of Ererniry, will 
be vindicated both ia a Day, 


Art P. 20. he ſaithy © Some of theſe Men 
« who cry down Myitrrics, and magnify Rea- 
« fon, to ſhow how ſlehder their Pretences 
« to Reaſon are, have afſerted z Corporeal 
« God, with Shape and Figure, —But how eo 
« reconcile rhe Notion of a Body, with In- 
&« finite Porjections, 15 a Myſtery to the, 
« Bur (ome Men may confound Finite and 
« Infinite, 'Body and Spiric, God atid Man ; 
« and yet arc for no Myſteries. 

Now, I know bur one Unicatian Writer, 
who ever aſſerted a Corporeal God, with Shd 
and Figwrt : Bur when his Lordſhip pleiſes 
to demand ir, I will cite the expreſs Words 

of 


this nothing above their Compre- 
* hen{ion? Well, what if there be; will 


thoſe Evil Ations, which ſhall not necafſaridy 
( but certainly and freely ) come to paſs : 
He foreſccing them in Free in 


deed will certainly (Oo Ay not 1n Agents that 
muſt neceſſant 


Dottrine, in whacſcever Repmation ic has, 
or ſhall, gain, of 

Ke ſays, P. 22, © I defire ta know; whe- 
* ther chey believe the Artribares of God 
* xo be Fioice, of Jofigite?—if rhey arc 
« Infinice, How can we comprehend ? 
« Weare ſtrangely puzied in plain 
<« Finize Things 34bur 'cis Madneſs eo/ pre- 
« cend, to comprehend what is Infioire. 

Thar the Actribures of God are Jocom- 
prehenſible, I have often heard; bur never 
tillnow, what his Lordſhip adds inche nexc 
place, purely.from himſdf: - © If nothing, _ 


of God, is only this, co comprehend” that 
God is ; andif we cannot comprehend thar, 


all K ceaſes. | | 
Bur I confeſs, thar neirher do I under- 
ſtand it, why his Lordſhip and many Ochers 
are ſo poſitive, that we cannot oo 
an infinire Arrribuce, or Attributes. Ler us 
conſider, what 'tis ro comprehenda Thing ; 
'cis to have-a clear, diftiot, and-adequare 
Conception of it, - But may we not have 
ſuch a Notion of an Infinice Arrribure? I 
think, we may. Etryaity is an. lofmite At- 
tribure and: Perfe&ion of the Divine Na+ 
ture ; fo are God's Infinice Power, Wiſdam, * 
and Juſtice: Of all theſe: we may have a 
clear, diftinf# and adequate Gonception. For” ” 
what is God's Eternity, but that Duration by 
which he is withoat-e Beginning, and End 2 
I appeal to all Men, and to his Lordſhip, ouc 
of the Hears of Diſpute z Wherher chis Con-- 
ceptivn be nor Clear, Diſtin&, and Ade- 
2. Infnice. Wiſjdem and Peer are thoſe 
| marhey by which God kaows and can 
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faid, that- the Socinian Inte | 
theſe Words of our Saviour, Bejart Abr 
was I am, was very, intricate, and 

auſhus Socinus anſwers, thax ir, is the 
preption which had /becn thought. 

y his Updle Lelizs ; and T,, ſaith be, have 
cauſe to think, that Lelivs. obtained it from 
the Lord Chriſt, by his Prayers: Non zues 
habeo Conjtfturas, illum (nempe Lalium) cam 


Interpretationem precibus multis ab ipſo Chri 

lr pope wag bb. Jar 

DOR ors 
un t X 

Goſpel; as his Lordfhip here pretends 3 vor 


| _—_— much as (ay, this his Le: err 

ro any Revelationar all: bur only 
that he thinks, or he conjeftures, thar ſuch a 
dexrrous and ape [Interpretations was 


Tpe© 
an Effet of his ers, rather than 
of his Sts and coders. Thc 
Faaſtus Socinus was (o much. a Chriſtian, as 
to aſcribe ro our Lord Chriſt the, Glory and 
my of Un gn Light which his Lace 
Lam Ri yen ro-2 very ure | ; 

 Roipurh raber hs Bethe 
or #289 (15.14 2 od ” wth 
- Bat yow, what if ic ere true, ahar. Fav 
ftus Sochnus fad fald, That his Uncle Lebur 
had obtained that Explication, by Revelatian. 
was this a 'Marter tq be placcd inthe, Fore» 
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* char the Lord Chriſt viagraken up 
< Heaven, to.be joſtrutri{. j6all, Poinrs 


*« laring to his Ambaſlage or Miniſtry. And 
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ppe,. that, by . the Grace of God, we 
be able ro defend that Belief con- 
bur: Redeemer, againſt his Locd- 
then V3 bor what Cauſe did 
er ? 1 have anſwered before, for his 
ake, -and for Ours. For ours, thac 
izht recommend . 1, tothe Mercy and 
neſs of apt _or ons _—_ 
| t be made PerfeRt by Suffering (as w 
nd Bene the Will of God? to ob» 


Gta, bin, as the Reward of 
pr -4hoibs 

Imall rhis, I chjak, rhcrc is no Myſtery; 
and we are arrived ſafe at his ſixth and laſt 


Exception. 

6. P..26. © It is more reaſonable to ſup- 
« poſe ſuch a ſcenſion in the Son of 
* God, as to rake ppon him. the Form of « 
« , for our Sakes 3 than that a meer 
« Man ſhould be exalced ro the Honour and 
« "Worſhip, which belongs only.ro God. — 
« P, 27. This laſt is an, Incomprebenſible My- 


G far beyond all thatis implied in the 
« i the Trinicy,. or Incarnari- 
* ot, —It ſubverts the yery Deſign of Chri> 
& z namely, che Reforming of Ido- 
« : and it lays a Foundation for in 


ucing it again into the World, 


way He faith, "Tis more reaſonable to ſupe 
yt poſe, that God ſhould take on him the Form 
; We Of « Strvatit; thanchata Man ſhould be ee- 
alred, as the Unirarians ſuppoſe, to the Ho- 
nour and Worſhip, which belongs ro God 
only, Methinks, neither of theſe -is rea- 
_—_ the former no_ more chan the lat- 


or 


: 


._ His Lordſhip doth not hold ſuch a Via- 
diftive Juſtice, in God, that he could nat 
pardon Mankind without a Satisſadfion : 
and if nor, methinks "tis more reaſonable 
to ſuppoſe wich the Unicariavs, that God 
hath admitted us to Condicions of Pardon 
and Favour, for his own Mercy's Sake, and 
in Contemplation of the Unblemiſh'd Life, 
and voluntary Sufferings and Sacrifice of 
Chriſt Jeſus ; chan cv ſuppoſe wich his Lord- 
ſhip, and his Party, that God himſelf took on 
him thi Form of a Struant, and ſuffired in our 
ſteads, to reconcile us to bimſelſ. This laſt is, 
without doubr, an Incomprehenfible My- 
ſtery, that God ſhould rather chuſe to ſuffer 
for us bimſclf, than to ſorgive us. His Lord+ 
ſhip, and his Party, could never have per- 
ſwaded the belief of ſuch a Paradox, if Men 
were leſt ro chuſe their Opinions, by theic 
agreeableneſs, ro Reaſun or to Scripture. 
God himſelf, ay they, rook on him the 
Form of a Servant ; ſuffcred, i: owr fteads, 
ro reconcile us to himſelt ; and this chey call 
a Satieſaftion to- bis Juſtict. But why do 
they noc fee, that it 1 pay to my fclt the 
Debr of my Debcor, or undergo che Puniſh- 
ment of my Offender, to ſatisfy for the 
Wrong done to my ſelf; this is but a. Mock- 
Satisfattion ; and | indeed forgive bim without 
a Satisſaftion ? By ſuch a SatisfaRtion, as 
they have conceired, Juſtice is not An- 
ſwered or Appeaſed, bur Abus'd and Mock- 
ed, My Adviceto 'em is, that when they 
exhibir ſuch Ridiculous Scenes, as beger 
Laughter or Contempt in conſidering Men 
they would forbear to make the Majeſty of 
God an Attar or Parry in them. Bur the 
Church ſers us down, whar we muſt believe, 
on pain of being excluded from the Com- 
mon Rights of Men and Chriftians : And after 
this, *ris no wonder, if the greater part of 
Mankind mabe th-mſelves believe, agretably to 
their deareſt 1:terefls. *Tis natural to World- 
lings, to Mercenary Spirits, to the Timorous 
and t 


he Ambicious: 10 a word, to all ſuch © 


as prefer not God before all ocher, wherher 
Perſons or Conſiderations 3 to beligur as they 
wonld bave it. 


(13) 


As to giving God's Worſhip and Honour, 
or proper Divine Worſhip to a Creature, ro the 
Man Chriſt Jeſus 3 which his Lordſhip fo 
often charges on the Ucicarians: He might 
as well have accuſed 'em of Sodomy, or 
Witchcrafr, They pay cothe Lord Chriſt 
no other Honour or Adoration, whether by 
Body or in Mind, than che Trivitarians 
chemſclves render to his meer Humane Na» 
ture, in his preſent Scare of. Exalrarion : 
ſaving that, as was faid before, ſome of 
'em think, he may be invocated io Prayer, 
becauſe God reveals to him ous Defires and 
Wants, on the Account that he is our ap- 
pointed ( an III ) Media- 
tor, If rhisis a Miſtake, 'ris ſimple Error, 
not Myitrry, much lefs Idolatry : For they do 
not. pray to the Lord Chriſt, as the Foun- 
tain of Power and 3 bur as the Media- 
tory King, whom hath ſer over us, to 
hear us and to aſſiſt us, by the Power he 
hach from God. 

He faich, P. 27. © A God by Office, who 
© 15 not (o by Natere, is a New and Incom- 
<* prehenſible Myſtery : And Sc. Paul blames 
* che Heathens, for doing Service to them 
* which by Natore ave not Gods, Gal. 4.8. 

But when God himſelf ſays ro Aoſes, F 
beve madt thit a God to Pharaoh, Exod. 9. 
1, when "tis faid of Solomon, Thy Throne, 
O God, is for ever, Plal. 45. 6. when God 
faichto the ] and o_ wy - Ifazl; 
Gag ſtanduth in Cungucng agg 

ith among the Gods : and again, 7 
I + are Gods, Plal.82. 1,5. when "cis 
ſaid to the Angels, Warſbip bim all ye Gods, 
P. 97-7 when our Saviour pk orgy 
ing the Magiſtracy, He called , bo 

the Word of God came, John 10.35. 1 
would gladly know of his Lordſhip, whe- 
ther theſe Perſons were Gods by Nature, or . 
only Gods by Office; which he faith is a New 
and Iacomprebenfibls Myſtery. Tis as 
we ſee, as the Books of H, Scripture : and 
for being Incomp- ehenſible or a Myſtery, that we 
cannor help ; 'ris the Language of _— 
th6 his Lordſhip is not pleaſed to hike ic 
Rue I would know alſo, why, ſeeing ou 
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ETD 


very Wiicings which-chey dieeQted againſt 


Hiſt. Eccl. L. 1. from P. 152, to the End of 


that Firſt Book. - 

. I come now'to the-Inferences,. that his 
Lordſhip makes,, from -whac he had diſ- 
'cerning M | 7 54 


« we ought not to wreſl it to ſore other 


"= that may ſeem taſter 


more than any other, becauſe the Hints 
( as his Lordſhip ſpeaks) ae ſo broad for 
I; 


{20) 


ro the -meer ſound of the Words -_ 
may inzport, thac che- Bread of 'the Sacra: | 
ment is really - and verily made £o be the 
Subſtance -of Chriſt's 4 wm ag he 
was-Crucified. And from they raiſe 
the Myſtrry of Tranſubſtantiation, as: the Lu» 
therans raiſe the Myikery of Conſubſtantiation : | 
And Others raiſe a greater Myſtery than both 
theſe, even the M / Seder gd | 
Chriſt's Body in the Sacrament, 

) ncither 


Heaven :- Bur ſome 

have called chemſclves the 

ial. yah, that they are reformed from 

worſe Errors ' 

could be. 


When ye Pray, ye ſhall fay, Our Fatbir 
which-&t-iz Heever,, Gich our Saviour 5 and 
other Texts tell us of che Eyes, Hatid, Arm, 

Pack-parts, che Anger, Loye, Fear, 


ſpoken and intended Figs atively 5-and this 
nor ofily in Scripture, bur in all other 
Wricings ard Writers, The. Reaſon is, 
when any Macrer is very clear and certain, 
2s all grant the Uoicy of God is, both in Rea- 
fon arid in Scripture, Writers ſpeak negli- 
y znd ſecurely, They uſe Equivocal 
of Andiquoue Words, and Mctaphorical or 
Figurative Expreſſions, becauſe they do nor 
ſo much ſuſpe&t the Underſtanding and 

Senſe of their Readers, as once to 
rhiak, rhar chey can take theſe Expreſſions, 
p a Senſe char is contrary ro known and 

Truths. Bit T ſhall ay more of 
his; and clear ic Yarrtier, in the Remarks [ 
irtetid ro make, on the Sermons of his 
Grace the Arch-Biſhs of Cantrrbivy ; who 
inſiſts very much cn che Clearneſs of ſome 
Hints, in favour of the Trinicy, and che 
Divinity of our Saviour. 

He ſaich, P. 94. © No Part of the 
wn Pies for Myfterics, be to the Tran- 
« fobflantiation. No? What has this 
old, ſtanch MyRery done, that ir be 
now kick'd out* of che aimber of Myſte- 
ries, among which it has held a very ho- 
nourable Rank chis $?- Cercainly, 
it has all che poſſible and 
of Myftery, that any the moſt Orthodox Myfttry 
of *emall has, or can have. Iris a Myſte- 
ry; Ck which thee 5 Myſte- 
ries ) aga : lay DO 
as wnount to 4 Demonſtration, that 
paſſibly be. And then for Hints, his Lord- 
wy orher Mark of Myſtery ; It excils, in 

* For no one candeny, that this is my 
ep and again, whoſo' caterh my Fl. 
and drinketh my Blood, hath Erernal 
And again, the Cup of Bleſſing ah we 
bleſs, & Is ic not the Communion. of the Blood of 

Chris; and the Bread which we break, is it 
wot the Communion of the of Chriff? 1 lay, 
= = deny char cheſe ( and divers more 

he ) v8 Hints; which ( if raken as 


diredts 0 plas Sf 
pl ne do yery much fa 
voar the Prerxence of Tranſu 


of that orher (greater) Myſtery; Real Pre- 
ſence? 


(827. 


But be faith, Ihid. © Tranſubſtantiarion 
* muſt nor be a Myſtery, becauſe there is 
> « wo ir, the Evidence of Senſe, in an 
& of Senſe : for Senſe plainly repre+. 
by Gnu forrhe Bread and Wine to be till 

« the ſame, char chey were before the Con- 
« ſecration, 

This is Faulry every way. For, 1+ it is 
nor Remy by che Papiſts, that the. 
Bread and Wine have received any che leaf 
Change, in whar 1s an ObjcR of Senſe, The 
Papiſts, tlie Philoſophy of A4rifte- 
; iſh in Bodies theſe rwo chings ; ; 
tht Accidents ( ſuch as the Quantity, Figure, 
Colour, Smell, Taſte, and ſuch-like) which 
are ObjeRs of our Senſet : and the Subſtance, 
which bears, and is clothed ( as it were ). 
wich theſe Viſible and St*ſ/ble Accidencs ; bug 
Is ic ſelf Ioviiible, and che OMje&t of our 
Underſtandings, nor of our Senſes. They. 
ſay hereupon, out Saviour haviag - called | 
A — his Body and Blood, becauſe 

Senſes alle us, there is no change of 

_ Chentile) Accidents; therefore the 

"5c pry heb oy; the ( Lavi- 

Subſtance: W there- 

fore call Tranſubſtextiztion. Nor do they 

ſay, that Chriſt is Corporally ly Cor ets 
inthe Sacrament, bur that his Bod 


6 is 4 ſpiritsal manner : As Cardinal 
Diſcourſes af rowkyes 
EEE c. 2. It may not be amiſs co ſabjoin 
very words, Rtaq; dicigive, Chriſtian 
Excharifi, "Vore Realith Safe SY 
non Cor hr Cope) pin: rg 
te Natura exiftunt ea, "4 
Mobiliter : Ima contrs dich 


liter, -ut $, Bernardus Nos 
Sacraments exhibere nobis v7.48 Carnus - 

tiam, fed 
His Lor our, in 
as 


int Po, contradicted contaihcs by nth, 
in an OR of Senſe. Andif we ſpeak 
ating rag yp regtibHlanciarinny 
nor an Impiery, ya 

Error, or Folly, The impiry cont | 


in the meer Dodrine of T 
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rious, than of ic ſelf ir was : the Temple 
had no more Glory, by. the Glory of our 
Saviour, than any other Houfe or Place, to 
which he reforred. Befides which, his 
Lordibip knows well, thac ow Saviour never 
extered into that Trmple, none but the Prieſts 
could enter into the Temple. When our 
Saviour, or other Lay Perſons, are faid ro 
enter inco che Temple; His Lordſhip knows 
very well, that the meaning is, into one of 
che Canrts or Tards of the Temple, where 
the People prayed, and where Sacrifices 
were fold and offered. The Kings them- 
ſelves never entered jnco the Temple ; none 
but the Prieſts entered there, to lighe che 
Candles, fer the vans. che = 
cenſe, ſprinkle ſome Drops © Blood 
CS oo — or iro 
Pro , char 

Holy Roald be greater than the ifi- 
cence or Glory of the Firſt : We Antwer, 
with all che Hiſtorians of the Jewiſh Nati- 
on, that ir was. fulfilled, by King Herod, 
ſurnamed the Great, This Prince rebuilr the 
Second Temple, with fuch ample Spaces, 
and ſach admirable ArchiceRure, thar it 
was confe(s'd by All, far to excel rhe Tem- 
ple buile by Solomon, here called the Firſt 
Hauſe, or Temple, 


2. Bur he inſiſts wich yer more Earneft- 
neſs, as ( were the thing True ) well he 
may, on another Conſideration 5 even the 
Divine Worſhip pay 


(23) 


ReſpeRts are performed ro him ; for the 
Angels have ofren been (cor on Drvine De- 


they would have uſed againſt Chriſtianiry : 
Bue we ſee, by che Scrip i , the 


dwciling of the Eternal WORD in him : and 
=> knew, char their Fathers had worſhi 
the Cloud of Glary, becauſe of God's 


reſting vpon-ir. He concludes, that upon 
theſe Reaſons, we may well and ſaſely de- 
tennine, char Chriſt was truly both God 
and Man. faich, 

rell what to 

which, on 


CC 
it agrees nor with thei 


the other fide, can ſrrallow down 


mg 
a) 
boy 
3 


5, 


which we Adore God, ſhould at the ſame 
time be Offer'd ro « Crearure, i « vaſt 4b- 
_ Bur his Ip is guilry of « mach 


after Inaduertmes, as he himſelf will be 
obliged to confeſs, ſo ſoon as ever he caſts 
A wr pam 1 Chron, 

29% 


29. 20. All the Congregation Bleſſed the Lord 


God of their Fathers 3 and Bowiag their Heads, 


Werſbipped the Lord and the King, He will nor 
-be able ro deny, har at the ſame Time, and in 
the ſame A, namely by. lncurvation, or 


and in the ſame AQ, Idolatry : iris 


are As of Adoration gang" hh 
Lordſhip himſelf z yer we find Aas 


In ſhort ; We ſay, che ſame axtmard Atts 
of Worſhip are given, at the ſame Time, to 


God and who repreſent him, cither 
as Prophets or Kings 3 without any Idola- 
try : becauſe the Adts are 


(26) 


to declare bir Laws and Will; during his 
Pleaſure, | : 
(2-) Whereas he. has a Large Diſcourſe, 
ro this effet; that the Jews would (very 
laufibly) have accuſed the Apoſtles, and 
Erſt Chriſtians of Iolatry ; if, as the So- 
cinians pretend, they had worſhipped « 
Deified Man, or a Man made God : there 
are abundance of exceptionable Things in 
thar Diſcourſe of his Lordſhip, ro which I 
have neither Leiſure, nor Inchaation to re- 
y, as ſome other (perhaps) would ; I 
all cherefore anſwer, in ſhore, only what 
is the Truth of the Caſe, The Socinians 
do nor pretend, as is ſo often charged on 
thera, that the Lord Chriſt is « Drifed Man, 
or a Man made God : they believe him co 
be ſtill'a very Man, as he was upon Earth. 
They aſcribe: eo him, none of the 
or Artribures of che Divine Nature z Wmni 
preſence, Omniſcience, Omniporence :. they 
only ſay theſe Two things, which the Scrip- 
rures- alſo (expreſly) ſay. 1.. That he is 
the Intercefior berween God and Men, Hr 
ever liverb, faich the Apoſtle, to make Inter- 
___ Heb. 9. 25. And "ris. very 
with us, whether. this Interceſfon 

be Parcicular, that is for Particular Men, 
and their Particular Occaſions ; or only a 
General Mediation for All, by the Merit of 
his Services and Suffrriags, Bur if his Incer- 
cefſion is for. Particular Men, and their Pars 
ticular Wants : yet neither We, nor our 
or Prayers, can be known to a 
Man in Heaven, but only by the Revelation 
of God to him ;. as by che ſame Revelation 
he may alſo know. things to come, as the Pro- 
phers did :. Rev. 4. 1, The Rewilation of Feſus 
Chriſt, which God geve to bim. 2. He is alſo, 
as the Apoſtle ſpeaks, made Head over all 
things, to the Church, Epheſ. 1.22. Which 
we underſtand thus 3. chat he is the Church's 
Teacher, and Law-giver ;. and that he Pro» 


| Angels, who are Miniſtriag Spirits ſent forth, 


ts miniſter to,thaje, who a1 Htirs of Salvation, 
Heb. 1.14- Hy. 


— —— TT 


—— — ———— 


— 


His Lordfhip will never be able co ſhow, 


that this Do&rine makes a Man to be God, 


or (as he ſpeaks) Deifits a Man : it makes 
him only the Miniſter of God ; and that 
alſo, in no greacer or higher Degree or 

iere, than a Humane Nature 1s capable 

Bur I very- juſtly and truly retort this 

Charge of his Lordſhip againſt che Socini- 
ans, that they fer np a Drified Man; againſt 
the far greater number of the Trinitarians : 
for they aſcribe tro the Humane Nature of 
Chriſt, or to Chriſt as Mn, the Artributes 
and Properties of the Divine Nature, He 
knows, without doubt, chat af the Roman 
Catholics affirm, that che Humane Nature of 
Chriſt (and not only the Perſon of the Sor 
in that Nature) is Omniſcient ; and all the Lu- 
therans contend, that his Humanity Is Omni 
preſent : which in very deed, is to make a 
Man to be God, or 4 Deified Man. 

(3-) He urges us with it, chat chis Phraſe 
15 uſed concerning our Saviour 3 Glory be to 
him, for tuey and twrr : and that All in Heaven 
and Earth, muſt Bow to him; che very An- 
gels muſt Worſhip him, 

He faith, Glory is wiſhed ro our Saviour, 


for tver and ever. Burhe will not deny, that 


Glory, and Honowr, are Equivalent Terms ; 
one ſignifies as much as the other, and the 
original Greek Word might have been ren- 
dred by either of them Indifferencly : nor 
will he precend, that for ever and ever implies 
more, than a fingle fſor-ever. Therefore, 
{whereas he thinks 1t ſo great a marrer, that 
Honour is wiſhed to our Saviour for ever : 1 
ſce ner, whar Hurt there were 1n ir, if 1 
wiſhed as much ro his Lordſhip. I ſhall nor 
fear to be reckuned an 1dolater, for wiſhing 
to his Lordſhip perpetual Honour, or Honour 
for ever. The Prophet Daniel complements 
a Heathen Prince, with an O King live for 
ever, Dan. 6.21. I donor think, he would 
have ſcrupled ro ſay, O King, 1 wiſh thee 
Glory for ever, In very deed, his Lordſhip 
is the Firſt chat ever pretended, to ſqueeZz 
Divinity from a (meer, and ordinary) Eu- 


Bur all maſt Bow to our Savior ; the very 


(27) 


Angels muſt Worſhip bim. But will his Lordy 
ſhip prove ro me, that they Bow to him, 
or Worſhip him, as God 3 or as owning him 
ro be Goa. - For we have (cen bur juſt now, 
thar all the Congregation of Lrael worſhip- 
ped their King. Not only fo, but Super 
ours in ſome Caſes, worſhip their Infer1- 
ours 3 as the Husband his Wife, when he 
eſpouſes her'; and Kings ſalute rheir Sub- 
jets. To worſhip another, often ſignifies 
no more, than to falure them, by Bowing, 
or ſuch like 3 which Superiours do to Infe- 
riours. *Tis therefore ſo far from being at 
Argument, 'that our Saviour is God, becauſe 
(ſome ſort of) Worſhip is payed to him 3 
that if he has nothing elſe for ir, it will not 
prove, that our Saviour is atiy way Superiour 
ro them. Bur I have ſaid ſo much of this, 
at Page 49 and $0, of the Anſwer to Mr. 
Milbourn ; chat cill I ſee ir ſarisfied, I need 
to add no more, 

(4-) Thelaſt thing, in this 24 ObjeQton 
of tis Lordſhip, is 3 Thar Grace, Mercy, 
and Peace are prayed for, from the Lord 
Chriſt, We confeſs ic 3 bur ler bim alſo con- 
feſs, rhar they are alſo prayed for from other 
Creatures, from the Angels of the Preſence, as 
Divines have called chem. Rev. 1. 4. Gract 
be unto you, and Pract ; fron bim which Is, and 
which Was, and is to Come : and from the ſeuen 
Spirits that are before his Toront 3 and from 
Feſus Chriſt, 

Theſe Bleſſings, Grace and Peart to the 
Churches, are prayed for ; from God, 2s 
the original Fountain, and Giver, of ev 
good and perfeft Gift : from the ſeven Spirits 
of the Preſence, and from the Lord Chriſt, as 
Interceſſors with God for theſe hiz Mercies, 
for the Churches, Bur this Interceſſion is 
only in general, for all the Churches, and 
for all Mankind : nor for particular Perſons, 
from a particular Knowledg of their Wants, 
Defires, or Prayers. Which are known to 
God only 3 not to Others: or if 'to others, 
only by God's Revelation rorhem. And for 
this Reaſon ; though they are Inrerceſſors 
wich God for us, yer we cannot f74y to 
them: we can pray only $o- God, he only 

F"'"W'0 being 


being All-knowing; becauſe he only is Om- 
q —_ $446. wiſh to one anorher 
Grace and Peace from God, and from ow 
Interciſſor's wed rl ; At pray bs 
only 0 God : be 7 
12D what our ny Cal Þe 
ferrs. are, or wher ir is chat we pray to him; 
they intercede bur in general, as we our 
ſelves do for all che Faithful, chough un- 
known to us, | | 
| Ir will be faid here bur this Account ſup- 
poſes, that there are more Mediators with 
od, beſides rhe Lord Chriſt: which is con- 
rrary to St, Paul, who ſaich expreſly, There 
is one God, and one Mediator between God and 
Men, the Man Jeſus Chriſt, who gave himſelf 
a Ranſom , 1 Tim. 2. 4,6, I abſwer; 
By a Mediator in that Text, is not meant as 
Interceſſor ;, as if there were bur one Tncer- 
cefſor either in Heaven or Earth, or bur 
one who Prays or Intercedes for Grace and 
Mercy for che Church on Earth. For 'eis 
certain, that in the Stnſt of Interceſſion, the 
whole Church Triampbant is a Mediatrix (or 
Mediates) for the Chirch Militant yo 
Earth, The Blefſed Angels, and the Souls 
of Fuſt Min made Prrſeft, incercede for us 
who are ſtill labouring under Griefs 
pe nr nor is there any Learned Man, 
of whatever Sc& or Perſwaſion, I know of, 
that doubrs of ir, But by a Mediator in thar 
Text, is meant ſuch a Mediator as the 
ſtle elſewhere ſpeaks of, when he faich con- 
cerning the Law 3 It was given by Angels, in 
the Hand of a Mediator, Gal. 1 Boda 
Angels delivered che Law im y from 
God, bur yer they ſpoke bur a licle 
re of it tothe le of Ifatl; de- 
vered the Law to People by the Me- 
nc by the Incervencion of Moſes : 
they delivered ir to and he ro Ifral, 
In this very Senſe ReſpeR, rhe 
Chriſt is expreſly called (by che Author to 


the Hebrews) the Mediator of the New Covt- 
tant, Heb. 12. 24. and the Mediator of the 
Better Courant, or Teſtament, Heb. 8. 6. 
For the undoubred Meaning of thoſe Texi 
is 3 Jeſiis Chriſt & the ringer or Meſſenger 


(28) | 


the New Covenant, from God to Men ; God 
iveth us the New Covenant or Teſtament, 
y the Intervention, Mediation, or Hand of 
Jeſus Chriſt. The Senſe therefore of the 
ObjeRed Text, is this 3 © Ler Prayers and 
© Sapplications be made for «# Men ; for 
&« as there is one God who willeth the gþ- 
« vation of All, becauſe he is equally 
« Father of Al: fo there is one Interveyi 
« Perſon, che Mediator or Bringer of the 
« Goſpel ; Jeſus Chriſt who offer'd himſelf 
& a Ranſom for All. 

Incerpreters might cafily have ſeen, that 
this was the Meaning of that Text ; becauſe 
itis a very valid Reaſon, why Prayer ſhould 
be made for Al, which is the thing the A- 
poſlle is there for : and becauſe the 
word werirys, y ſignifies one by whoſe 
Intervention, a Meſſage or other Diſpatch is dt- 
livered ; and accordiogly, in the Lexicons ic 
is rendred by the Latin word Internuntins, a 
Meſſenger. In a word, I ſay ; we have mas 
ny with God, in the Senſe of In- 
rerceſſion or Praying for us 3 namely, firſt 
all the Faitbſul on 'Earth, then all the Bliſſed 
in Heaven, whether Saints or Angels : but 
there is bur one, even the Lord Chriſt, who 
is the Mediator of the New Covenant ; thar is, 
by whoſe [ntervention, Mediation, or Hand, 
Mankind hath received the Goſpel, from 
God the Author of it, 


3- In the next place, his Lordſhip would 
eſtabliſh the Diviviry of Chrift, by ſome 
Texts of Holy Scripture. He hath only ci- 
red chem, wichout enlarging or criticiſing 
upon them : therefore for Anſwer, I refer 
my felf ro the Brief Hiſtory of the Unitari- 
ans, and to the more full Account of them, 
in my Anſwer to Mr. Milbow, 

_ But whereas he ſays, they are ſo clear for 
his Purpoſe, and ſo may, that he that reads 
them, and yer will nor acknowledg the Di- 
vinicy of our Saviour, cannot bur feel, that 
be is wreſtling againſt the whole Current of thi 
New Tijtament : I will intreat him to do bur 
this one ( fair ) thing, 'in the next Edition 
of his Book ; and I will thereupon engage, 

chat 


—_ 


ro him. Ler him inſert again cheſe Texrs 
into his Book, avd with them the Travſla- 
tions, and Interpretations of them, by the 
Ableſt Critics of his own Party : and after 
that; ler me heat him cell his Reader, rhat ro 
deny the Diviniry of Chrift, is ro 4- 
gainſt the whols Current of Scripture, will 
*< ly ) be aſhamed of ſuch Rbetorica- 
tions; he will have more Reverence, for 
the Cenſure that every Reader would paſs 
on his Confidence, 
Ler him but ſay, for Inſtance, on the firſt 
Text ( Col. 1. 16.) by him quoted, by 
Chriſt were all things Cyeated, that are in Hta- 
ven, and that art in Earth : Ler him ſay, how 
many I refs and Crirics of his own 
Party render that Text, by Chriſt were al 
things ( not Created, but ) Modelled. Ler 
him rell the Reader, how many Fathers, and 
among them Athanzſius, and how many Mo- 
derxs, underſtand char Texr 3 as ſpeaking 
nor of the Old Crtation, or the Creation of 
Heaven and Earth ; bur of the New Cyration, 
or the of Things ; that is, the 
Chabge char has made in the World 
by the Lord Chriſt, Paganiſm and Idolarry 
being aboliſh'd upon Eatth, and in Heaven 
the Angels themſclyes pur under a new 
—_— Oppoſers, tha 
We are often told by our , that 
the Scriptures AECHE on cheir Side 3 and 
thar the very Currezt of the Bible is for 'em. 
Buc the meaning of thi, is only thus much ; 
thar they have been able ro contrive 4 Thaw 
ſtation, from very Corrupt Copies of the Greek, 
thac is ſome meaſure may ſeem to ſome, ro fa- 
vour their Prerences. he Any 
quaint the Reader, if meant \mcerely, 
thiar moſt of the Texrs by chem alledyed, 
were W in che of the Bible 
ufed by the Fathers; and in the moſt An- 
rient Copies yer remaining 3 and char for 
the reſt, they have ſo Tranſlared 'em in 
the Bibles thar are given out to the Peo- 
pes that their own Crirics give 
Reaſons #painſt thoſe Tranſlations Let 
us take av Inflence of both kinds, We zre 
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y ro be 
England, that had in ir this 
finally, after all, ſuppoſing ir 
a Genuine Part of Holy Scripcure, 
Evgliſh Geneve Bible owns; rhat che 
meaning is not, theſe Three are One God, 
bur theſe Three are One is their Teſtimony 3 
becauſe they are here conſidered as Witneſ- 
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incenrion, 
to ſay here, thar the Lord Chriſt is God over 
all, bleſſed for ever ? Ler us bur ſee what Z. 
Grotias has nored on this Texr, He obſerves, 


wi ' 


xendring, ovr Saviour is not here called Ged 
-ov07 All : but the Apoſtle gives thanks ro God 
over All, for his Unſpeakable Gifr, our Lord 
. Chriſt. : | 
His Lordſhip is not ignorant, that as 
Much may. be ſaid, on all the Texts by him 
ciced, for the Divinicy of our Saviour. 
Therefore, I fay, in his next Edition 3 
when he cites his Texts by whole-ſale, and 
objeAs ro us the Current of Scripture ; lethim 
bur give his Reader the Hiſtory, of thoſe Texts 3 
how they are 7ead, and how they have been 
Tranſlated, by the moſt Eminent Interpre- 
ters of his own Party 3 and we promiſe him 
to be Silent. There will be no need of ar 
Anſwers, or Defences ; if there were but an 
Honeſt Edicion of the Bible: that is to ſay, 
an Edicion that ſhould favour neicher Par- 
ty ; but only ſhould have in the Margin, the 
Readings of Antient Copies of the Hebrew and 
Greek, and the Tranſlations by Famous Critics 
and Interpreters, not of ours, bur of the Tri- 
nicarian Parry. Bur this would raze the 
very Foundations of Babylen ; avegld ns 
Divines, of our very Common People-: 
ſome are afraid, that after ſuch a Service, 
there would be no more uſe of chem intheſe 
Martters. - Yet were it not better to do this 3 
than to be fo juſtly Upbraided, with the 
. ( Diſhoneft) not doing it ? How long, do 
they think, will ic ſecure their Cauſe z that 
zhey combat us with Texts, either wholly 
of their own Deviſing, and Unknown ro 
the Antiencs, or groſly and notoriouſly per- 
verted in the Trandarion of chem? The 
Texts alled by che Unitarians, are all 
of unconteſted undoubted Verity z both as 
ro. the Reading, and the Tranſlations of 
them: We have no Reformed Bibles, none 
that have been Corretied, to ſpeak the Do- 
Arines of rhe Church; rather than of che G- 
ſpel, Bur 'ris above Twelve hundred Years, 
thar Ochers have. been Modelling che Com- 
mon Bibles, by che Do&rines and Articles 
of our Holy Mother che Church : Let us hear 
one of their own Hiſtorians, a Great Oppo- 
ſer of the Uoirarians ; Sr. Epipbanivs, who 
wrote above One Thouſand and rwo Hun- 
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dred Years fince. 


I had rather, that the 
Reader ſhould be informed of rhis Matter, 
inthe words of the moſt Famous Critic of 
this Age; than in mine: his words are 


theſe. * St. Epiphanizs, who quotes theſe 
«* words, obſerves ; that they are found in the 
& Copies that bave not been Correfted. And by 
& this he informs us, that the Grecians have 
<* taken the Liberty, to Corre& their Co- 
« pies; and fo tabe away from "em, that which 
« did not pleaſe them, The Orthodox, faich 
* rhis Father, have Retrenched theſt words, 
F. Simon, Crit, Hift. of the New Tift, p. 111, 
112, ThePlace in Epiphanive, to which he 
refers, and quotes the words, is Ancor. #. 31. 
This bad Zeal of ſome of the Antients, hath 
created a great Trouble, to Modern Critics : 
who, to' reſtore the crue and firſt Readings 
of the Bible, are conſtrained ro obſerve ye- 
ry carefully all Cirations of Scripture by 
the Fathers, eſpecially the moſt Antient ; 
and the Readings of ſome Anrient Copies 
ſtill remaining, whereof ſome are held co 
be near Fourteen hundred Years Old. © F, 
Sznon takes a great deal of pains, in divers 
row of his Works; to eſtabliſh ſome 

of Criticiſm, whereby to judg of True 
and Falſe Readings; at length he faith : 
When the Anticnt and Preſent Copies or 
Readings Differ, the beſt Rule by which to 
jadg, is that of Sr. Hilary; namely to con- 
lider, which of the Readings are founded 
on Reaſon, on Hiſtory, and on Authority, The 
Copy, faith he, wherein theſe things do 
meet, ſhall be the Antienc and True Read- 
ing z whether ir be found in Cld Manu- 
ſcripts, or in the printed Books. Crit, Hiſt. 
Part 2. p.122. Will our Oppoſers ſubmir 
the Texts, . concroverred berween them and 
us, to this Rule : Shall we judg of the Ve- 
ricy of the Texts, which they ObjeR, and 
we deny to be Parts of Holy Scriprure 
by the agreeableneſs of thoſe Texts to Rea- 
ſon, and to Hiſtory and Authority Is it nor 
Evident to all the World, that thoſe Texrs 
imply a Dotrine, moſt contrary to Reaſon ; 


which, lay chey, in this Caſe and 
muſt ſubmic ro Revelation oo borm hom 
the 


_ 


zhe Revelation made, nor ro zhe Evangeliſts 
and Apoſtles; bur to the Correffors and Res 
formers of our Bibles ? And is it nor as Evident, 
that theſe Texts are contrary to Authority and 
Hiſtory ; when *cis confeſt by All, that the 
Church for the firſt Three hundred Years 
after Chriſt, had no ocher Creed bur the 
Apoſtles? Which our ( moſt Bigorred ) 
Oppoſers have never dared to deny, ro be 
wholly Unitarian 3 thac is, owning bur one 
Divine Perſon, even the Father, and ſpeak- 
ing of our Saviour as 4 Man only; and final- 
ly ſaying no more of the Holy Ghoſt, than of 
the Holy Catholic Church, ; 

From P. 134. He begins to diſcourſe of 
the SatisfaFion; made by the Lord Chriſt 
for the Sins of Mankind, by the Otlation 
and Sacrifice of himſelf, upon the Croſs: 
becauſe this is a Do&rine that has a Con- 
nexion, with the Do&rine of the Trinity, and 
the Diviaity of our Saviour. I will not med- 
dle with the ( Unconcluding ) Reaſonings, 
that his Lordſhip ſometimes uſes z ir will be 
ſufficievt ro rake notice, that. neither the 
Biſhop of Worceſter, nor his Lordſhip, have 
read the Books of the Socinians upon this 
Queſtion; for they have wholly miſtaken 
the State of the Queſtion, between the 
Church and Us. They ſuppoſe the Queſti- 
on to be, Wherhier the Lord Chriſt was as 
Expiatory and Propitiatory Sacrifice tor the Sins 
of Mankind 3 and thereupon chey ſet theme 
.lves. the Task, of Proving what was never 
Denied by any, that the Lord Chriſt was 
Sacrificiam Piaculare, an Expiatory Sacrifice 
for Sin. 


His Lordſhip gives three Accounts, of the- 


Satisfaftion by the Lord Chriſt, The firſt is 


that of the Meraphyficians, School-men, Sy-- 


ſtemarics, and other Writers of Controver- 
ly : of this, he intimares his Diſlike 3 and 
-diſpures againſt ir; ar p; 1353 135. He at- 
gues againſt jr, very remperately*and mo» 
deſily ; but he ſhould have wholly torbore, 
For *'ris moſt cerrainly the DoArine of the 
Catholic Church ; as our Oppoſers call chem. 


ſelves :. and ris DefeRive in nothing, | mean. 
in Point af Orthodoxy 3. ſaving chat his 
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Lordſhip” hath related ic imperfe&ly,” or- 
limired it roo much, The ſecond, accord- 
ing to his Lordſhip, is an Account of the 
Vaita1ian Belief concerning the SatisfaRi- 
on, Bur he miſtakes; in giving only ſome 
Parr of our Dodtrine, for the Whole : We 
acknowledg thoſe Ends of the Death of 
Chriſt, which his Lordſhip mentions 3 bur 
we aſlign alſo many more, and parcicularly 
chis, that Chriſt died !o Expiate the Sins of 
Mankind, The third Account is, what his 
Lord(hip Believes, in this Macter; and he 
brings ic in, with a We Belirve : By which, I 
ſuppole, is meant, that ſo his Lordſhip and 
the Church Believe, Bur he was never 
more out, 1n relating the Church's Do- 
ctrine: 'ris the very Doctrine of the Soci- 
nians, which" they have owned from. the 
beginning, in all cheir Booksz and againſt 
which,. fo. much is written, * Tis this; 
** That the Lord Chriſt was Loaded wich 
* all the I|Luſage, that Malicious Men could 
* Invent ; that he ſuffered Unexprefſivle 
«© Agonies both in his Mind and Body, and 
* laſt of all was Crucified : And that is af 
« this, he willingly Offered himſelf ro Suf- 
fer, on our Account. - Which was fo 4:- 
« cepted by God, that He raiſed him from 
* the Dead, and gave to him ( even as He 
* # Mas) all Power both jn Heaven and 
* Earth, wich reſpeR ro the Church; and 
« alſo Offers ro. the. World Pardon of Sin, . 


8 


* onthe Conditions of  Faich,; and Newneſs 


* of Life. P; 133, 194- 
The Socinians have ever profeſſed all 
this; bug ir. doth. nor (acisfy che Church: 


We muſt ſay much more; or be Delivered to 


Satan, To omit Orher, as Bad things, we 
muſt ſay; that the Sacrifice of Chriſt was 
as Equivalent, in the Scales of the Divine 
Faſtict, for all the Infinice Puniſhment, duc 
by rhe Divine Law, to all the parcicular 
Sinners that ever have been, or ſhall be. 
Bur we cannot ſay this ; his Lordſhip him< 
ſelf C profeiledly ) Diſhkes ir, and Argues. 
againſt jr. He denies, P. 134. that the 
Ats of Chriſt, thd rhey were of Irfinice. 
Value, which yer he doth not fay thar-they- 
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Sanftifitr of Men?” And.is it leſs a Mockage was one of rheſe Attribures incarnate in Jeſus 
of God and Man ; that this: other Learned Chriſh, and vas tbe: ocher rw0.3 and yer Je- 
Perſon writes for Dr. Sherlock,” and the Tri- ' fus ſhall be perſe# God? For that 3- 
nicy : and yer he believes no other Trinity *cis anſwered, with the turning of a Hand. 
in God, bur his Goodnyſs, his Wiſdew, uvd Kar be ſaith, p. 62. '* We'lkave fern Two 
Power ; as if che Socipians ever deniedhele f Mep (br night have faid Thres Men, for that 
ee | " © was the Coſe) that were made One Admi- 
[ perſwade my ſelf, that the Reader who ® ral by 4 Commiſſion : wad we fee c- 
hach not ſeen this Book will not believe; © very day many Men Incorporate, into one- 
that a Man ſhould write for the Trinity, © Political Body, by Patent ; whereby x 
i ind . are once Perſon, is Lev: And We 
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incerprec 
of Grneffs, afrer the ſame manner ? 1 anſwer ;- 
if chat Chapter imputed che Creation there 
ſpoken of, ro Moſes; if ir ſaid, I6 the Be- 
pinning - ſes created the Heavens and the 
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or himſelf a Fool, We abide by: 
his Gract's Inſtance 3 we ſay ic, we affirm 
it : chat if the firſt Chapter of _— 
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that there is bur One true God, and bur One 
Crtator of the Viſible World, he would there- 
fore be aware, that the Creation and 
World here imputed to the Lord Chriſt, 
was the Spiritual Heavens and Earth ;, of which 
the Prophets ſpeak, and which the Afeſſias 
was ro make. He obſerved, that the Scrip- 
tures abound wich ſuch Metaphors and F1- 
gures, even when they ſpeak of God, For 
ſo, for Inſtance; becauſe *cis an andoubted 
Truth, that God is Omnipreſent and Infi- 
nite, and conſequently hath no Figure or 
Shape : Therefore che was 6 rruſting 
ro the Judgment of the common Rea- 
ders, doubt not to ſpeak of the Eyes, Arm, 
Hand, Back-parrts, Bowels of God; they 
queſtion not that the moſt ordinary Capa- 
ciry will underſtand, that all ſuch Expref 
ſions are meant Figwatively, namely to de- 
note the Univerſal Sight, the Power, the 
Mercies Ay ſuch-like Y of God, 

Ofie, ſays his Grace 3 How ſtrangely has 
this Man miſtook, for want of the Light of 
Antient Hiſtory ? Why, he interprets Scrip- 
ture, by Scriptare 5 and by Reaſon, and Wit : 
not by the Fathers, and the old Hiſtorians of 
the Church's Party. He ſhould have look'd 
frſt, into Epipbanius and Irenexs ; where he 
might have ſeen very wonderful Tales abour 
the Word, the Life, the Fulneſs, the Only- 
begotten: which the Gnoſtics took to be fo 
many Divine Emanations, Powers, or Be- 
ings. Then he ſhould have taken up this 
Goſpel of Sr. John : and th6 Jobs ſays no- 
thing of Ebien, Cerinthus, or the Gnoſtics ; 
yer becauſe Jobn hath, by chance, uſed the 
words Life, Fulneſs, Only-begotten ; Socinus 
ſhould have imagined, that this was intended 
for the Confutation of thoſe Gnoſtics, and 
of Cerinths and Ebjon. 

I marvel much, how his Grace ſhould 
know, that Socinus had not read ( thoſe 


precious Authors ) Epipbarixs and Pens, 
2nd the Tale of the Gnoftics and their E- 
ons ? Lam of Opinion, that Socinus had ſeen 
theſe Fooleries, in thoſe Authors, and yer 
thought he had very good reaſon to believe, 
that St. Jobs had quite another Aim, than 
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to confure the Gnoftics, Wichout doubt S#- 
cies had read in the Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtory 
of Euſebizs, what Account the Antients give 
of the Occaſion, of Saint Jo'x's wricing his 
Goſpel ; an Account very different from 
this of his Grace, The Antiencs ſaid, © that 
* the other Evangeliſts having commirted 
« to writing only the Geſts of our Saviour, 
* during one Year's ſpace: therefore the 
* Apoſtle Jobn, being thereto requeſted, 
* declared in a Goſpel according to him, 
* the Time chat was paſſed over by the 0- 
« cher Evangeliſts; and what was done, 
* by our Saviour, therein. Eaſeb. 1, 3. c.24. 
This is what. che Ancients ſaid : as for the 
Hiſtorical Occaſion aſſigned by his Grace, we 
may well think, ic was below the Gravi 
of this Apoſtle, to confure the ( wild 
Gnoſtics and their ( Chimerical ) Eons, to 
have any reſpe&, or take any notice of 
ſuch ( kts ) Drenas, I am of Opini- 
on, that there is no Hiſtorian, ( I am ſure, 
there is no Antient Hiſtorian ) who 

that Hiſterical Occaſions of St. Jobn's wri- 
ring ; even the Gnoſtics and their Eons, men- 
his Grace, In ſhort, he hath nor 
very juſtly blamed Sociaus, for not knowing 
at Hiſtorical Occaſion, which is mentioned by 
no Hiſtorian, 

Whereas his Grace thinks fir, to objet 
ro us Ebion and Cerinthus : who denied, he 
ſaich, the Diviniry of our Saviour ; ſaying, 
he had no Exiſtence, before he was born 
of May. 1 confeſs, I have mer with theſe 
two Names in the Church-Hiſtory. 

Concerning Ebion, it is doubted by the 
Critics; whether ever there was any ſuch 
Man? Origen ( cont. Celſ. 1. 2. and Philocal. 
c. 1. ) intimates, that the Ebionites were fo 
called from their Poverty ; the word Ebio- 
mites erg 1 Nor is ic to be 
wondred ; that this Name was given by 
ſome, to the firſt Chriſtians: becauſ* in 
very deed, the Church art firſt conſiſted 

for the moſt parr, if not alcogerher ) of 
the meaner a er Sort; 1 Cor, 1.26» 
Ti bnow your Calling, Britivin ; bow not ma- 
ny Mighty, nor many Noble, art called, Refor- 

G mation, 


imrion, alfhroſt always, begins, at the poor- 
er ſort of People: rheſe having nothing 
to loſe, nor having any Intereſts that de- 
pend on the Public, their Subſiſtence coming 
from cheir own Hands and Induſtry 3 they 
have none of thoſe Hopes or Awes that de- 
rer others, from ſeeing or owning the 
Truth. 

As for Cerinthus, he is made to be a great 
Unitarian, our very Author and Founder ; 
by moſt of our Modern Oppoſers: who 
alſo will have it, that A, ohm mou this 
Goſpel purpoſely agai dion, ( who ne- 
ver RY End againſt this pw 3g Buc 
very many of che Antients, who lived 
neareſt ro the Apoſtolic Times, and ſome 
of them in thoſe very Times, were o little 
of the Opinion; thar Sr. Fobn wrote his 
Goſpel, againſt Crrintbus : that they be- 
lieved, that Ceriatbus was the true Author 
of the Goſpel, imputed ro Sr. Fobu., Thus 
much is certain, and confeſs'd by 'em All; 
that the Antiene Unicarians ( from the A- 
poſtolic Times, to the Niczne Council, or 
thereqbours ) did reje& the Goſpel, Epi- 
ſtles, and Revelation, now reckoned to Sr, 
Jobs; and ſaid chey were writcen by che 
Heretic Cerinthus, ro confirm this Hereric's 
Cabhaliſtic ard Platonic Notions abcut the 

or Word, and his Jewiſh Dreams a- 
bout rhe Millenary Kingdom (cr Thou- 
_——— Reign ) of the Meſſas upon 


The eruth is, this is a very obſcure, and 


zling Part of Hiſtory, For if Cerintbus 
Id the Uniry of God, and denied the Di- 
vinity and che Pre-exiſtence of our Savi- 
out; as his Grace and che Moderns ſappoſe : 
neither, it ſhould ſeem, would rhe Unita- 
rians have reckoned him a Heretic ; nor 
have rejeRed the Books which chey ſup- 
ed to be bis, namely, che Goſpel, Epi- 
es, and Revelation now atrribured co Sr, 
Jobn, 1 confeſs; ch6 I affirm nothing in 
ee matrer,. 1 ſhould be glad to ſee a good 
Anſwer; ro the Exceptions againſt whe 


Bouks which we receive as St, John's, chat 
were made by the Antient Unjcarians-: 
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who were Contemporaries to the Firſt F«- 
thers of the Church; and were older than 
any of thoſe Fathers whoſe Works are now ex- 
tant, See here a ſhort Account, what were 
che Allegarions of the Unitariansz out of 
Exſibive, but eſpecially out of St. Epipha- 
mus, who hath writren very largely of chis 
Macrer, Hereſ.. Alog. c. 4. and 22, and 33. 

1. They ſaid it was the Current Opinion, 
and General Tradition, that Ceriathus, and 
nor St. John, was Author as well of the 
Goſpel and Epiſtles, as of the Revelation, 
thac go under Sr, Jobs's Name : for as to 
the Revelacion, *"twas ſcarce doubred by any 
to be che Work of Cerinth:ss 3 and as ſuch, 
was wrote againſt by divers Learned Men of 
the Catholic Prifwaſon, as "ris now called. 

2, That this G:ſpel is wholly made uſe 
of, by the Cerintbians and Valentinians, the 
Two chiet Sedts of the Gnoſtics, And in 
very deed St. Irenexs doth alſo ſay, that the 
Gnoſtics, the Followers of Valentinus, did 
moſt readily uſe the Goſpel of Sr, Febn. 
His words are theſe, Eo quod eft ſecundum Fo- 
banmem Pleniſſunt Utentes; ad ofteaſionem Con- 
jugationum ſuarum : 3, e, They very greedily 
uſe the Goſpel of St. Fobn, as a Proof of 
their Eons, [3þ.3. c.11, How is it polſi- 
ble co reconcile what his Grace ſays, with 
theſe two Obſervations of St. Epiphanius, 
and St, Irenezs, Authors ro whom his Grace 
'bimſelf refers us ; namely, that the Gno- 
ſtics offer'dchis very Goſpel, as the Ground 
and Proof of their Platonic Notions abou 
the Word, the Life, the Fulneſs, and other 
Eons; and that the Unitarians rejeRed Cerin- 
thes, as an Heretic, and for his ſake the Gas 
ſpel now called St. Pobr's ? 

3- They objeRed, that the other Three 
Evangeliſts —_— all along, that our Sa- 
viour preached bur one Year and there- 
fore they reckon but one Paſſover : but 
( the pretended ) Sr. John counts Three 
Yeats, and Three Paſloverss Which 
ſeems ro be an unaccouncable Contradicion, 
and yer is granted on all Hands ; ſome find- 
ivg a Fourth Year and Paſloyer, 


4. The 


4- The other Evangeliſts agree, that in- 


mediately afrer his Baptiſm, our Lord was * 


led into the Wilderneſs, to be rempred 40 
Days. But Cerinthus, who knew not the 
Series or Order of our Saviour's Life and 
Miracles, ſays in the Goſpel which he has 
(fay they) forged for St. Fobn 3 thac the 
next Day. after his Bapriſm, our Saviour 
ſpake with Andrew and Peter; and the Day 
after went into Galilee 5 and on the third 
Day was at a Wedding in Cana; and aſter this 
he departed wich his Mother and Bre- 
thren to Capernawm, where he abode ſome 
time, 

g. He has feigned an Epiſtle, as from 
St. Jobn, to che Biſhop and Church of Toya- 
tire; in which he greatly commendeth the 
Biſhop and Church for Faith, Patience, and 
Good Works ; blaming chem nevertheleſs, 
for ſuffering 7exebel to vend her lelf for a 
Prophereſs, Revel. 2, 19, 20, Bur 'tis cer- 
rain, and notorious among all che Biſhops 
and Churches of Afa, faid the Undcarians 3 
that there was no Biſhop, no nor Church at 
Thyatira, till a long rime after St. fobn's 
Death : the Seeds of a Church, which Sc. 
Paul had begun to ſow there, being rooted 
up by the Perſecution ; that was ſhortly at- 
ter raiſed againſt them. -*Tis a very ridi- 
culous Anſwer, that is made to this Excep- 
tion by Epiphanius ; who jentible 
(becaulc himſelf was originally of 4) of 
the Trauch of this Objetan, # forced to be 
content wich chis vain Eluſion : char Sc. Fobs 
in chac Epiſtle to Thyevira writes propbetically ; 
that is, he only forcrels che furure Vermes 
and tanics of che Biſhop and Church, which 
ſhould in rime ro come be garhered and er- 
led at Thyatira, Butco rerurn, to hes Grate 5 
Sermons. 


Whereas m his firſt Sermon he alledges 
the words, of the Epiſtle ro the Hebrews ; 
Is theſe laſt days God bath ſpoken to ws by bu 
Son, by whom alſo be made the Worlds, Heb. 1.2. 
1 deny nor, chat the Greek word dawra; dorh 
ſomerimes (im H. Scripruee) Ggnify World 
or Worlds; bur neicher will his Grave deny, 
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thar ir's more uſual, and alſo its proper Sip- 
vification, is Ages : and accordingly; (> ir is 
tranſlaced' (in the Vulgar Latin) by Se. 7- 
rom; who faich here, Pry quem ſecit & ſeculr, 
Therefore divers, of the moſt Learned Cri- 
tics of the Trinicarians, underſtand this Text 
of the Goſpel-Ages 3; of which, the Lord Chriſt 
is (under God) rhe undoubted Author, Bur 
ler us ſay, that diva; here is World - yer 
Grotius (10 {.) gives very good Reaſons, why 
we ought to render the Text, thus ; for 
whom be made the Words. i, te. God made the 
World, for the Meſias ; or with Intention to 
ſubje& ir to him, in che Fulnefs of Time, 
Would a Man build the Belief of more Gods 
than one, contrary to the whole Current, and 
moſt expreſs Words of the reſt of Scripcure, 
on a Text (6 uncercain, as this is ? 

He urgeth alſo that Text to the Colofſ 
ans ; where 'tis ſaid of our Saviour, By him 
were all Things creattd, that art in Heaven, and 
that art in Earth, Col. 1. 15. He obſerves 
moreover, that in the foregoing Verſe, the 
Lord Chriſt is called the Firft-born of every 
Creatwe : and he ſeeks ro prove, I think he 
has proved it; chat Firſt-horn here,is as much 
as to ſay the Air, or Lord of every Crea- 
rure. 

I will omit, vhat the greater Namber of 
the Critics and more Learned [ncerprecers, 
of his Gract's own Parey, and among them 
Athanapns himfelf, - cranflate and incerprert 
char Text ; nor of the Real Creating, or Ori- 
ginal Making ; bur of the Modelfing of all 
Things : fo as to make this Senſe. By the 
Lord Chriſt, who is of God made Htir and 


i 


j, 6. Changed to a New, and Better E- 
ſtate, He hath modelled all chings on the 
Earth, by abolifhing Paganiſm and idolatry ; 
and ſubſliruring in cheir room che Knowledg, 
and che Worſhip of the erue God-: in Hea- 
ves he hach made a very great Change ; the 
Angels, :#nd other heavenly Powers, being 
put under his DireGions, and by him em- 
ployed in the Defence and Succour of che 
Baichful : Ab, 1, 14. Rev. 1.1, This is che 
G 2 Senſe 
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Senſe of very many of the more Learned of 
our O both Ancients and Moderns, 
concerning this Text: bur, as I ſaid, I will 
pot infiſt on this Conceſſion 3 there is ano- 
ther Interpretation of this Text, which (ic 
may be) is the truer. Ir is the Account 
given of ir, by Sr. Jobs Chryſoftom, in the 
Opus Inperjeium on St. Matthew's Goſpel z 
he reads thus. The Firſt-born, or the Herr or 
Lord (to which Senſe, his Grace alſo agree- 
eth) of all Creatures ; For, for bim were all 
things created, that are in Htautn, and that are 
js Earth. So the Senſe is, all chings were 
originally created by God, for the Lord 
Chriſt ; namely, co ſubjet chem (in the 
Fulneſs of Time) to Him and by Law, In 
like manner, we ought to read at the 16th 
Verſe of this Firſt ro the Coloſſhans 3 nor 
wich our uy Tranſlarion, All Things 
were created by him and for him : bur, all 
Things were created jor him and to him. 
For the Greek words are df &v7s x} es 
«u7w ; in which words, «5 4vT3y being 
probably Ty er as exegetical (or - 
natory) of of dvr: therefore the of 
neceficy is, Sotddem ne to him 5, e. for his 
Uſe, and to his Service. And theſe Readi 

clear ro us the 19th Verſe; which in the 
Engliſh Tranſlation runs chus : He is before all 
things, and by bim all things conf : but @es 
aa!y-7y, ought ro have been rendred: aboue 
all things; and reyrs iy dum owns is, 
they all confiſt and art united is bim, namely as 
in their Head or Gavernour. So the Mcan- 
get the whole Context, will be this; © For 
« him were all things created, that are in 
« Heaven, and that are in Earth, whether 
< rhey be Thrones, ITT or Prin- 
s cipalicies z they were All (1 fay ). created 
« jor him and to him : and now, 1n the Ful- 
% neſs of cime, he is aRually ſer above them; 
« and in him as in their Head they are all 
<« united and conſiſt, There can be norhi 

more natwal, than ct:is Tranſlation ; there is 
no need of deviſing a ſecond God, and another 
C_ ro make out St. Pax''s Senſe in this 


n Towards the Concluſion of his firſt Ser- 


mon, his Grace ſays, at p. 44+ that the So- 
gon ID $0 neat 
St, Jobn's Gof| ifs tha C- 
tation of os. py which hath been re- 
ceived ; not only by all the Fathers, bur c- 
yen by the general Conſent of all Chriſtians, 
for Fiftetn bundred Tears togetber, I know his 
Meaning 3 it concradias the Artans, as well 
as the Tiinitarians Interpretion of rhis Con- 
rext 5 which two Parties made the whole 
Body of Chriſtendom. 

Well ;/ ſuppoſe this : why may we noc 
own, that Time and lorg Confideration do 
improve all. ſorrs of Science, and every parc 
of Learningz wherher Divine, or Humanc ? 
I do not think ir, to be any Diminurion of 
Socinus 3 that it may be (aid of him, and of 
this Conrexr, 


Erxit + tttris Longe Caliginis Unbriy, 


He hath reſcud it, from that Darkneſs ans 
Obſcwrity, is which it long lay. 


Nor do I underſtand, chat a Period of 
15 Ages (or 1500 Years) is any ſuch great 
Credir, were ir true, to his Gract's Cauſe : 
for how much younger is Popery ? And if 
of ſeventeen Ages of Chriſtianity, we have 
(as we undoubredly have) the wo firſt ; 
much Good may do his Grace, with the 0- 
_ bo muſt _ deny us the two; 
nay ee firſt 3 generally ſpeaking, We 
will wreſt ic, from all che L x57 the 
Apoſtolic Creed, which was. the only Creed 
of. the Three firſt Ages, is wholly Unicarian, 
and perfeQly contradids thar Interpretation, 
of the beginning of Se. Jobs's Goſpel, whith 
hs Grace ſeeks to advance. 

Bur why doch his Grace ay 3 that not 
only all che Farbers, but all Chriftians have, 
for. cheſe Fifteen Ages, agreed in his Inter- 
pretation of this Context ? Have there been 
no Chriſtians in the World, for 1 500 Years; 
bur only the Arians, and Tiinitariens ? Or was 
Socinus the firſt, for that (it may be) was 
his. Gract's Meaning 3 I ſay, was Socinus the 
firſt Man,. who departed from the Arian and 

Irith» 


Triaitaridn Senſe of this Context? It is truc, 
the Antient Unitoians did generally reje& 
the Goſpel, and other Pieces, now attribu- 
ted to St. John 3 yer becauſe they ſaw, ir 
began ro grow into credit among the other 
Denominarions of Chriſtians, mavy of which 
had been ſeduced by the Platonic Philoſo- 
hers that came ovcr to Chriſtianity : there. 
e they were careful to ſhow them, that ic 
was capable of a very allowable Senſe ; and 
that it doth not appear, that either Sc. John 
or Cerinthus incended to advance a Second 
God, Of theſe Unicariars, Pains ( Pa- 
eriarch of Antioch) and Photinus (Metropo- 
litan of Ilyricum) did not expreſly deny the 
Authcrity of the Goſpel called St, Fobn's 3 
bur interpreted it. In the Beginning was the 
WORD, and the WORD was with God ; 
the lacter, ſaid they, was intended to ex- 
plain the former: for che Meaning is, the 
Word was from the Beginning with God, 
in the Iutencion, Mind, or Decree of God, 
This Senſe of Chriſt's being in the Begin- 
ning (or from the Beginning) with God; 
they confirmed by the expreſs Words of 
St. Peter concerning him : 1 Pet. 1. 19. Who 
verily was ſort-ordaintd, bejore the Foundation 
of the World ; but was manifeſted in theſe laſt. 
Times, But whereas the WORD 1s here 
alſo called « God; they ſaid : rhar Chriſt 
being the Ton of God, generated not by 
ns A by the Civine Power, he ought nor 
to be reckoned among metr Creatures z as his 
Generation was Dirine, ſo alſo oughr his 
Name to be 3 yer always remembring, chat 
there is but One true God, They denied, char 
_ the Author ought to be underſtood as ſaying, 
in the following Verſes ;. chat all- Things 
were made by him, and che World was made 
by him : that. was nor his Intention, bur all 
Things were made for him, the World was 
made for him z which the Jews always af- 
firmed of che. MeſFas. Ir is certain, that the 


Unicarians, . the Followers of Paulus and 
Photius, abounded every where ; and even 
poſſeſſed ſome whole Provinces : therefore 
there was no cauſe for his Grace ro ſay ; that 
for. 1500 Years, . all Chriſtians iocerpreted 
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this Context of Sr. Joby, eicher as the Ariars 
or Trixitarians do; the Antient Unitarizns 
knew how ro interpret it, without introdu-- 
cing more Gods or more Creators, Art p. 67, 
his Grace faith; that if the Interpretation 
of Socinus be true, here are ewo Things 
very wonderful, and almoſt incredible. 1. Thar 
the Fathers who lived ſo very near to Sc, 
Fobn's time, and therefore were moſt likely 
to know his Meaning 3 as Ignatius, Juſtin, 
Athinagoras, Irmeus, Tertullian, Origen, d 
ſo widely miſtake it. 2, That the whole 
Chriſtian World, for ſo many Ages together, 
ſhould fall, or ſhould be led into ſo groſs an 
Error; as this muſt be confeſſed to be, if 
Chriſt had really no Exiſtence beſore he was 
conceived in the Womb of Bleſſed Mary. He 
adds, that Amelius (a Plaronic Philoſopher ) 
who was a more indifferent Judg than e1- 
ther the Orthodox or the Arians, did un- 
derſtand this Paſſage of Sc. Johs 3 wichour 
any Thought, char John ſpoke (nor of the 
01d ) bur of the New Creation, or the Refor- 
mation of rhe World by the Preaching of the 
Goſpel :- and thar- no indifferent Reader 

ſo underſtand ir, uolefs he were firſt 
biafſed by ſome very ſtrong Prejudice. 

To the firſt ;. concerning the Fathers, who. 
lived (as his Grace ſays) neareſt to St. Foby's 
tirae : we have noted before, char divers of 
the Fathers who were neareſt-ro the Age 
of St. Fobn, did nor believe ;h# Goſpel ro be- 
wrirten by St. Fon; but by Crizthus, And- 
if ſome of chem believed this to be Sr. Fob1's 
Goſpel ; yer it cerrainly appears, chart borch 
then, and for 2 long cime after, the Chriſtian 
Church generally underſtood this Conrexcr, 
eicher.as the Antient, or as the Modern Uni- 
tarians do. For in the Creed which chey 
called the. Apoſtolic Creed, becauſe ir con- 
tains. the crue Apoſtelic Do&rine and Tra- 
dition ; and which was their oxly Creed : the 
Lord Chriſt is (unconteſtably) ſpoken of as: 
having no Exiſtence, beſore he was generated 
in the Web: of Bliſed Mary, by the Spirit of 

od 


Bur whereas his Grace is pleaſed, parti- 
cularly ro name Ignatius, Juſtin, MM 
Me. 


ſome others: we are ready to diſpure ir, in 
rhe preſence of the Learned World ; that 
che Fathers mentioned by his Grace, were 
leſs of the Mind of the preſent Trinicarians, 
than-of ours. They held the Dorine thar 
was afterwards called Ariaziſm 3 they be- 
lieved the Antemundane Exiſtence, of our Sa- 
viour; bur neicher that he was Co-tternal, or 
Co-equal with the Facher 3 nor that he, in 
ConjunRtion with the Father and Spirir, 
makerh up the One rrue God, They were 
conſtant to this z that the Father is the only 
Tint, and moſt High God, I know, what 
our Oppoſers will here objzeR z . Dr. Bul's 
Book on this Argument. But we have an 
Anſwer ready, to the (Artificial) Eluſions 
of rhat Treatiſe : an Anſwer fo clear, fo 
ſincere, and written with that Temper and 
Modeſty ; thar we may well hope, it will 
have a preſent Effe&t on all Learned, and 
Unprejudiced Perſons, whenever 'cis pub- 
liſhed, 

To the other ; that by = —_ a_ 
pretation be true, Chriftian Wor 
been in 4 moſt groſs Error, theſe many Ages. 
we think, chat "ris no wonder at all ; that 
che Chriſtian Werld (as his Grace comple- 
ments biz Parry) ſhould have been, a very 
longtime, in a groſs Error. The Worſhip 
of Relicks, the Invocation of dead Nen, che 
Belief ot che Aral Preſence in the Euchariſt, 
rhe of ilm ro regenerate, the 
chouſand Years Reign, and divers more, are 
all of chem older 3 and fome of rhem as ge- 
peral, as the DoRrive of a Tiazity, of Co- 
eternal and Co-tqual Diume Perſons. 

Bur farchermore, who is ignorant; I am 
ſare, his Grace is not : by what 4rts and 
TvTors, the Chriſtian World (as his Grace af- 
fe&s ro ſpeak in this marter) hath been coc- 
ſtrained, to profeſs and hold rhis monſtrous 
Doarine ? If, as his Grace ſays, this Come xt 
of St. Zoim were ſo clear 3 for the Divinity of 
our Saviour, as "cis now held : what needed 
all rhar great Scir that has been made, by 
Charch-Cenſures, and Sanguinary Laws ; to fe- 
cure the Belief of it? Who ever heard of 
Laws and Penalties, to make People believe, 
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thar che Sun ſhines ? which is not, they ſay, 
more clear, than their Do&rine int H, Srrig 
rure, We (ce then, rhqt whatever our Op- 
poſers prerend 3 of the great Clearneſs of 
St. Fobn, on their Side: they really believe 
nothing leſs, If they troly believed, as they 
ſay. z they would never think ic neceffary, 
to uſe the Precaution of ſuch mighty Awes, 
and Draconic Sanftions, to maintain a Faith 
ſo obvious (as they pretend) to every un- 
prejudiced, and every honeſt Man. As to 
Friend Amelixs ; I think ir ſufficient, to ſay. 
That .the Credit of the Trinitarian Cauſe 
runs very low: when an Uncertain Tale, of 
an Obſcure Platoriſt, of no Reputation either 
for Learning or Wit, is made to be a 

Part of the Proof, that can be alledged for 
theſe Doarines. 

I ſhall add no more, on his Grace's Obſer- 
vations upon this firſt Chapter of Sr. Zobn's 
Goſpel, Bur it may be, the Author of the 
Tranty placed in its due Light, will ex ro 
be heard; concerning a Criticiſm, that he 
hath advanced. The Socinians are wont to 
lay; that the 14th Verſe of this Chaprer, 
rendred- in our Engliſh Bibles, the WORD 
was mads Fleſh, might have been tranſlaced, 
rd A"; Fleſh, or Man :* becauſe 

Greek) epwvem in this very Cha 
is rendred (ar Verſe 6.) by __ = by 
was made ; even by our Oppoſers them- 
ſelves. To this, he anſwers; that the rrue 


| Critical Diſſetence, berween fy and i4ver: is 


chis : that oy ſignifies a thing ro be ſimply 
ſuch, as is there expreſſed ; but +94187n im- 
pores a Change of it, from ſome former 
Stare, Well, we grant, that ordinarily ir is 
ſoz bur he himſdlf dares nor prerend, thar 
always it is fo. When the Nature of rhe 
Subje&t ſpoken of, will not admir of it; and 
when it appears, that the Wrirer is full of 
Solcciſms and Improprieries : an interpreter 
is not to be blamed, if he racher admics « 
leſs common Form of Speabing ; than of an 4b- 
Jurd and Impoſſible Doftrine. Burt neither do 
we care at all, whether our Oppoſers read 
here, the WORD was made Man, which is 
his Grace's Reading 3 or as we do, the WORD 


Ws 


was a Man ; for one of theſe implies no 
more than the other, There is no diffe- 
rence berween theſe rwo Propoſitions, the 
WORD was made a Man, and the WORD 
was a Man : for the former is rot faid, to 
denote that the WORD was ſomething elſe 
before ir was made a Man; bur only, thac 
when God made che WORD, he made him 
a Man, nor an Angel, or cther Being ſupe- 
riour to Men, And this the Holy Scrip- 
rures are Careful elſewhere alſo to cell us ; 
particularly ar Heb. 2. 9g. Ht was made Llowir 
than the Angels, Of which Text this Author, 
if he pleaſes, (or if he can) may give us 
ſuch an Account, as will conſiſt with the 
Diviniry of our Saviour : bur the clearneſs 
of the Conrexr there, will ſer afide all Criti- 
eal Eluſions, 
But I return to his Grace, 

Afrer having improved his Text, eo the 
utrermoſt z his Grace proceeds to alledg 
two ſorts of Texts, to prove (be) che 
Diviniry of our Saviour. The firſt ſort is 
of choſe, which ſpeak of our Saviour as 
pre-exiſting, before he appeared in the 
World. The ſecond aſcribe ro him, che 
Creation of che World it ſelf, On theſe 
laſt, | have made a large Criticiſm, in the 
Anſwer to Mr. Milbows; of the other, it 
will be convenient to ſay ſomerhing here. 

1. He obſerveth, that our Saviour ſaith 
of himſelf; chat He aſcended into Heaven, and 
came down from Heaven : That, He ſhall af- 
cend up, where be was bifore : That, He came 
from God, and goes to Goa : Thar, He came 
from the Father, and gorth to the Father. 
Sc, John adds concerning him, that, He was 
with the Fathir, and then was manifeſted to 
us. * All rhis is out of the Goſpel and Epi- 
ſtles of Sc. F.b1; John 3. 13. and 6. 62. 
and 13.3. and 16,27, 1 Joh#1.1,2. 

Now cakingall theſe Texss, in their moſt 
litrral Senſe; what do they amount to? 
do they affirm more than this, that the 
Lord Chriſt is a Mcfſenger, really come 
forth irom God, to Men? As much 1s true, 
of every Prophet; andthe very ſame Lan- 


guage is uſed concerning St. Jobs Baptiſt, 
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John 1.6, Thert wat 4 Man ſint from God, 
whoſe Name -was John. How little theie 
Texts are to his Grace's Purpoſe, would 
have been obvious to every Reader: if, as 
he 1s (© careful rocolle& all the Texts, thar 
ſpeak of our Saviour's coning forth from, or 
Coke is che ſame )) being ſent by God he 
had alſo fer down ſome few of the (many ) 
Texts which tell us, in what manner cho(c 
former Texrs ( by him cired ) are to be 
underſtood, For Inſtance, when his Hand 
was 1n, with the Texts that ſpeak of our 
Saviour's coming from God, from the Fa- 
ther, from Heauen : Why did he not add al- 
ſo theſe Texrs, which ſo plainly expound 
ro us, what. is meant thereby? Jobs 17. 
28, 1am not come of my ſilf. John 5. 43. 7 
am come, ie my Father's Nam?t, John 8. 42. 1 
proceeded forth, and came from God ;, I came not 
of my ſelf, be ſext me. John 12, 49. Tye Fa- 
ther which ſont me, be gave me Commandnent 
what I ſhould ſay. John 14. 31. As the Fa- 
ther gave ms Commandment, ſo do I. John 7. 
6. My Doflrine is not mine, but bis that ſent 
me, Lay theſe Texts, ro the Texts cired 
by his Grace ; and inthe Judgment of any 
unprejudiced Man, they give ' us this Ac- 
count of our Saviour. Thar he is a Mef- 
ſenger, who-is come forth jrom, or is ſence 
by God; to deliver to Men a certain Do- 
Qrine, which is not the Mefſenger's, no nor 
1a the leaſt parr of it; bur is the ſame, in 
every Tictle of ir, which God commanded 
him to deliver tro us, I ask now; Is this @ 
ſort of Language, proper to be uſed con- 
cerning a Perſon, who is himſelf the moſt 
High God? Had our Saviour pretended 
himſelf ro be God, the one true God; 
would he have faid, chat he 1s come fron 
God, is {cnt by God: co deliver a Doctrine 
and Metlage, is Goi's Name; a Dodrire 
commanded to bin, by God the Author of 
it? 

Eur we may conſider too, what his Grace 
propounded co prove z even that the Lord 
Chriſt was pre-exiſtent, or did exiſt before 
he was born of Bleſſed May: and how 
doth he prove it ? Why, by Texts that 2x- 


preſ'y 


p21 fay, that rhe Lord Chriſt aſcended into 
Heaven before he began his Miniſtry, and 
then came down from Heaven, to declare the 
Commandments and Will of God to Men. 
Thar is, he propounds to prove the Trini- 
tarian Dodrine, bur really proves the Do- 
. &rine of the Unitarians. 

1 cannot bur wonder, that after he had 
- quoted theſe words of our Saviour ; Jobs 
3: 13, Ns Man hath aſcended into Heaven, but 

bat is come down from Heaven, tven the Son 
of Mar : 1 fay, I cannot but wonder, that 
having quoted this Text, and underſtandi 
it in the literal Senſe, he ſhould find fault wit 
us, for affirming, that our Saviour ( before 
he centred on his Miniſtry ) aſcended into Hea- 
ven, as Moſes did into the Mount, to be in- 
ſtructed in all chings belonging to the Goſpel- 
Dottrine and Polity, which he was to eſta- 
bliſh and adminiſter. He cites ſome of the 
-principal Texts; which being taken in « 
literal Senſe, as he rakes them, expreſly 
firm our Doftrine : and yer he calls ir, an 
arbitrary and precarious $ ion, He de- 
.mands, When did this Aſcenſion of our S4- 
view into Heaven happen z- in what pare of 
.his Life? As if it were not enough, that 
.the thing is very often, and expreſly ſaid, in 
Texts quoted by himſelf. Bur his Grace 
ſhall never pur that Queſtion ro me, which [ 
will not ſatisfy, if I can, and reaſonably 
may, In what Part of our Saviour's Life, 
fays he, was the Lord Chriſt in Heaven ? 
Sr, Fobn harh reſolved this Queſtion, in che 
firſt Words of his Goſpel : Is the beginning 
the WORD was with God : 3, te. In the be- 
ginning of his Miniſtry, juſt before he en- 
tred thereon ; the Lord Chriſt was with God, 
by aſcending ( as himſelf expreſly and often 

faith ) into Heaven. 
" The Author of the Trinity placed in its due 
Light, is ambicious to be Srcond co his Grace, 
upon one of the Texrs by him cired, Fobn 
3. 13- No Man bath aſcended into Heaven, but 
be that is come down from Heayen, tun the Son 
of Man; who was in Htaven, So the laſt 
words are tranſlated by the great Critics, 
Brza, Eraſmus, and Camtrarius, But this 
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Author likes ir not 3 he ſaith, 6 dy % -w 
s-9y9, muſt be rendred, as 'cis in our Eng- 
iſh Bibles, who # in Heaven, which denores 
our Saviour's Omnipreſence, and conſequently 
his Di:yaity: not, who was in Heaven. 
"Tis contrary, he faich, ro af Grammar, 
and PraRice, to interpret- dy by was: &y 
being of che Preſent Tenſe, not of the Paſt. 
To all Grammar, and Praftice: 1 wonder, 
what peculiar Grammars, this Genceleman 
uſes; and ſome Ochers will wonder, that 
Camerarius, Eraſmus, and Bezz, ſhould be 
ignorant of Grammar, and Praftice, But to 
be ſhore, ler him vouchſafe but ro make uſe 
of any of the commen Grammars, and he will 
ſee; that@yis of the Imperfe&, as well as 
of che Preſent Tenſe, and therefore muſt 
be tranſlated by was, or i, as the Circum- 
ſtances (of che Syntrax, or of the Perſon 
ſpokem-ot ) ſhall require. Bur 'cis contra- 
ry, he faith, to Prafict, to render oy by 
was, Let him look into Jobs g. 5. where 
he will find theſe words, iy 3s, in TupAds 
or, den E\iaw ; which is thus tranſlated 
(nor can ic bly be ocherwiſe tranſlated) 
in our Engliſh Bibles: Tos I bnow, that 
whirtas I WAS blind, now 1 ſte. It is (o lir- 
tle rrue, what this Decider of Critical Diffe- 
rences, ſays 3 that*ris contrary to Praftice, to 
render @y by was: that ſoit is rendred, a- 
bove thirty times, in only the Hiſtorical 
Books of the New Teſtament. R 

2, His Grace alledges, for the pre-exi- 
ſtence of our Saviour, Jobs 19. 5. O Father, 
glorify me with thy own ſelf, ith the Glory 
which I bad with thee before the World was, 
We anſwer, wich Sc. Auſtin, and Grotins ; 
the meaning is ; Ler me now atzally re- 


, ceive that Glory with thy ſelf, which I had 
- with thee is thy Decre and Purpoſe, before 


the World was. I have ſufficiently con- 
firmed this Interpreration, in the (ſecond 
Edition of the) Brief Hiſtory of the Unitari- 
ans, P. 31, 32 

3+ But our Saviour ſaith of himſelf, eo 
the Jews; Before Abraham was, I an ; or 
as the Syriac and Nonnus read, 1 was, John 
8. 58, We anſwer as before, with the 11- 
luſtrious 
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rarians. If chis Difference amo! 
break out into a Contention 3 it would A 
doubrful Poine, which Parry of 'em muſt 
called the Catholic Church. For though Dr, 
Wallis, and thoſe that are for a Trinity of _ 

i of Pr reies, - . 
yt and his Dulcama (though 
really ſhe is the coarſeſt Miſtrels - n- ) 
have a Parry among the Learved, n 


ger their Oppoſers. They might (porhons) 
_— they would (aured)?) carry it, 


che _ 
Real Trinirarians are ſuch as, the 
ins of GL. Mir. H—w; Dr. Sherlock, Theſe 
are Real Trinicarians, not only in _ 
wo the Nomiaal Tfinitarians 3 and ro 
tarians ; bur alſo ro rhe Arians 3 and to tho(e. 
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